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Feb. 3 forum will stand up to bullying
By Kirk Barron
kbarron@appealdemocrat.com

John Dukes

YUBA CITY

Dukes running
for supervisor
Yuba City City
Councilman John Dukes
will run for District 1
Sutter County supervisor.
Dukes, who completed
his second term as Yuba
City mayor in 2015, will
run against incumbent
Supervisor Ron Sullenger,
who announced last
month he would seek
re-election.
“I’m looking forward to
bringing my experience
and innovation to work on
the county level,” Dukes
said in a press release.
Dukes ran for
supervisor in 2014, losing
to Larry Munger in
District 3.
Prior to serving two
terms on the City Council,
Dukes served on the
Planning Commission for
Yuba City and Sutter
County.
Dukes is a licensed
insurance agent working
for Colonial Life in
Sacramento.
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Former NBA players, an FBI
agent and the mother of a child
who committed suicide will
speak about the effects of bullying at the third Community
Health Forum organized by Yuba
City Councilwoman Preet Didbal.
Speakers at the event will
share stories, resources and
information in an effort to eliminate bullying at 6 p.m. Feb. 3 at
River Valley High School.
“Cyberbullying is a huge problem, and kids have a hard time
going to an adult about it,” Didbal said.

Didbal enlisted the
forum to allow the stighelp of Stand for the
ma surrounding the
Silent director Susie
issues to be erased,” DidCauchi, former NBA
bal said.
players Harold Pressley
Opening lines of comand LaSalle Thompson,
munication is one way to
and an array of law
help, but Cauchi, who
enforcement and mental
started the Yuba-Sutter
health care providers for
chapter of the national
Preet Didbal
the forum.
Councilwoman anti-bullying nonprofit
The topics of mental
Stand for the Silent, said
health and drug use
there are red flags that
were discussed at the two previ- parents can spot if they know
ous health forums, and bullying what to look for.
was chosen as the topic of the
“Our community does offer a
next forum because it is an issue wide range of educational
that children often keep to them- resources and support, not only
selves, Didbal said.
for those who are bullied, but for
“My goal is that we start talk- family members of those being
ing about these issues in an open bullied and for the bullies them-

selves,” Cauchi said.
After the speakers are done,
the forum will open up for a question-and-answer session, followed by resource tables.
The approximately two-hour
forum is a family-friendly event
where food and childcare will be
provided, Didbal said.
“We will have supervised
recreational activities for the little ones to keep them preoccupied when the discussion turns
to issues that are too much for
them,” Didbal said. “It’s a safe
environment.”

CONTACT Reporter Kirk Barron
at 749-4796.

YUBA COLLEGE

District names
board officers
The Yuba Community
College District Board of
Trustees announced its
new officers on
Wednesday.
Gary Sandy was elected
for his second term as
board president, and
Michael Pasquale and
Richard Savarese were
re-elected as vice president
and clerk, respectively,
during the annual
organizational meeting on
Dec. 10.
Sandy represents Area
5, which includes a portion
of Yolo County, while
Pasquale represents Area
4, including part of Sutter
County, and Savarese
represents Area 7,
covering Lake, Colusa and
Glenn counties.
“I would like to offer my
hearty appreciation to
these trustees who have
assumed critical
governance
responsibilities,”
Chancellor Douglas
Houston said in a
statement. “Our board
members are truly
dedicated servants of their
communities providing
countless hours in
leadership for our colleges
and students.”

SUTTER COUNTY

Tisdale boat
facility to close
Sutter County Public
Works is scheduled to
close the Tisdale Boat
Launch Facility along the
Sacramento River
between Meridian and
Robbins on this afternoon
because the river is
forecast to rise and spill
over the Tisdale Weir into
the Tisdale Bypass.
The spill is expected to
be only a few inches at
most and last for no more
than a day, said Chuck
Smith, county spokesman.
It is not known when the
boat ramp will be
reopened, as it will depend
on weather and river
elevation forecasts in the
coming days.
Weirs are openings that
allow the Sacramento
River to spill into leveed
bypasses as part of a flood
control system constructed
in the early 20th century.
The Tisdale weir is
usually the first weir to
experience overflow on the
Sacramento River, Smith
said.
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Katie Finch, of Sacramento, a public defender with the Law Offices of Brian J. Davis, walks to the Yuba County Courthouse on Wednesday in Marysville.

DROUGHT:
From A1
Snowpack is also better compared to 2014,
although the expected runoff is less than the
98,000 acre-feet gap at New Bullards Bar,
Aikens said.
Snowpack in the Northern Sierras is 105
percent of normal for this time of year and 113
percent of normal in the Central Sierras,
according to the Department of Water
Resources.

Ultimately, the fate of YCWA water operations in 2016 will depend on precipitation
over the next three to four months.
“Typically, we don’t know until April how
the water year will turn out,” Aikens said.
“We are hoping that El Niño brings the rainfall that has been in the news. For YCWA, an
average snowpack and filling New Bullards
Bar would go a long way to alleviating the
drought.”
Elsewhere in Yuba County, Collins Lake,
the primary source of water for the Browns
Valley Irrigation District, has started to rise
after bottoming out at 5 percent of its capaci-

Thefts from unlocked
vehicles reported in Live Oak
Appeal-Democrat

Several thefts from unlocked cars
parked on the west side of Live Oak
were reported between Tuesday night
and Wednesday morning, officials said.
About a half dozen reports came into
the Sutter County sheriff’s Live Oak
substation, said Lt. James Casner.
Casner said to protect themselves,

residents should lock their cars, install
motion sensor lights or cameras and
organize Neighborhood Watch programs.
He also asked that residents call the
department when they see something
suspicious or become a victim of a
crime.
“Don’t hesitate to call us. Let us
check it out,” Casner said.

ty in mid-December, said BVID General Manager Ryan McNally.
The lake is currently at 17 percent of its
capacity, and recent rains have raised the
level of the reservoir by almost 14 feet, McNally said.
“We’ve been fortunate in that the rain
events have kept the soils saturated enough to
allow runoff to make its way into the lake,”
McNally said. “Unfortunately, we were so low
this year that it will take more than our usual
three to four good storms to fill it. Nevertheless, we are optimistic and every little bit
helps.”

